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Yykapes A. I. [eHepas xxene3Hbix 4opor
umnepun. K 210-netTuio co gHS poxaeHnst
nepBoOro MUHUCTPA NyTer coooLeHns

M. 1. MenbHuukoBa (1804-1880). — M.: YML|
no o6pa30BaHNIO Ha XXeJ1e3HO[0POXHOM
TpaHcnopTte, 2014. — 328 c.

KHura nocBsyeHa XusHu v esiTesisHocTu
MaBna MenbHuUKOBa, BbigaloLerocs
VH)XEeHepa-TpaHCMopTHUKa,
Tas1aHT/INBOIO Y4€HOr 0, 3aJI0XKUBLUEro
OCHOBbI XXKeJ1e3HO40POXXHOM HayKu,
rocynapcTBeHHOIro YyesioBeka U naTpuora
cBoe cTpaHbl. B aBTOpCKOI TpakToBKE
6uorpaguyeckoro matepuana

aKuyeHT gesiaeTcsi Ha BbICOKUX
npogeccnoHasnbHbIX U rpaXxKaaHCKux
KayecTBax reposi, ero Y4eCTHOCT!

v 6eCKOPbLICTHOM CJIY)XXeHUU Aeny.
Pacckas conpoBo>xaaeTcsi NopTPeTHbIMU
3apucoBKaMu 3Ha4YUMbIX 1EPCOH TOW
nopbl  yKa3aHUSIMU Ha UCI0J1b3YyeMblii
OOLUNPHBIV NCTOYHUKOBBbI

¥ cripaBoOYHbIN annapar.

Knwoyessle crioBa: xenesHas gopora,
ncrtopusi, MenbHukoB, Poccurickasi umnepus,
MUHWUCTP ryTeri COOOLLeHWs, NepBbIe
JKeJle3Hble LoPOoru, Xes1ie3HOL0POXHOeE
CTPOUTEJILCTBO.

KHV/>XXHAAJIOE WA

Tpya ero Obin cTpaLlHO
rpomapeH

100ast UCTopIIecKasi KHATA — 3TO ITPOCTO

KOHCTaTanus (PaKkToB, JETOMUCH COOBI-

Tuii. HamicanHas mpexmie BCero s
COBPEMEHHUKOB aBTOpa, OHA TIpU3BaHa OyIUTh
HMHTEPEC K OMBITY HAIINX IPEAIIEeCTBEHHUKOB,
M3BJICKATh XKU3HEHHBIC YPOKH, YUUTHCS OBITH
HPaBCTBEHHBIMM, CTONKAMH B TIPOTHBOCTOSTHUT
€O 37I0M M UICKYIIICHUSIMH, YMETh HAXOIUTB Iapaji-
JISTI C HBIHEIITHUM JTHEM, YTOOBI B CPAaBHEHUU,
COITOCTABJICHUH 3TI0X 1 TIOKOJICHWIA YIJISIIETh pe-
30HBI ¥ 00Pa3IIbl, IPUTOIHBIE K MCIOTb30BAHUIO
BO MIMsI HACTOSIIIIETO 1 OY/IYIIIETO CBOCH CTpaHbI.

ITpu Bcem macdoce OAOOHBIX CJIOB OHM OT-
HIOZb He JINIITHUE B OIIEHKE TAKO TOKYMEHTA b~
HOM TIPO3BI, KaK IMpeacTaBIeHHAs B KHUTE
A.T. YykapeBa. He mpereHays Ha KaKue-To
0COO0BIC TUTEpATypHBIC JOCTOMHCTBA, OHA BBITTO-
HSIET POJIh CBOEOOPA3HOTO CHTE3aTOpa HAITCaH-
Horo 3a aBa Beka o [lasie [lerpoBuue MenbHK-
KOBE, YeJIOBEKE HEOPAMHAPHOM, C TIPOYHBIM
HPaBCTBEHHBIM CTEPXXHEM, OJIECTSIINM MHXKe-
HEepPHBIM TaJlaHTOM. HaKoTIIeHHBIH 3a JoJrue
TOIBI MaTepHal O HEM ITO3BOJIICT HEe TOJHKO
MOAPOOHO TIpermapupoBaTh OMOTrpaUIECKYIO
KaHBY, XPOHOJIOTUIO HAYYHOW U TPAKTUYECKON
NEeSITCIPHOCTU «TJIABHOKOMAHIYIOIIETO ITyTei
coob11eHMs» Hapckoii Poccuu nepuomna 3apoxie-
HMSI 3KeJIe3HBIX JOPOT, HO U IETAIbHO BHICBETUTD,
Kak TIOMYepKUBACT BO BBEICHNH caM aBTOp, 4e-
JIOBEUECKNE TTapaMeTphl Teposl TIOBECTBOBAHMS,
€r0 CHJIbHBIC CTOPOHBI M CTA00CTH, yaauM U He-
yaayn B IpoheCCHOHATBLHOM Kapbepe.

Het cmbicna pa3oupare uim, TeM OoJee,
TepecKa3bIBaTh BCE IBAAIATH IJIaB PEIICH3UPY-
€MOTO Ipoun3BeicHNS. JIOKyMEHTAIMCTIKA OHA
U eCTh TAKOBA, YTO HACHIIIeHA (paKTaMU, UMe-
Hamu, I paMu, KOTOPHIE Yallle BCeTo CBOOOI -
HBl OT SMOIMI M TOBOPAT caMM 3a cebs,
HO UCKYCCTBO MX COOMpPATEIIsSI M MHTEePIIPETaTO-
pa CBOEe IIPUCYTCTBHE BCE PaBHO O00O3HAYMT,
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JN0OABUT KPACOK B MOPTPET (XapakTep reposi)
U Tei3ax (oKpyxarwlas ero AeidCTBUTEb-
HOCTb). M ¢ 2TOii TOYKU 3peHUsI, KOHEUHO,
BaXXHee He MOJHOTa U POJb KaXIOMW IJaBhbl,
a TO IPEUMYILECTBEHHO, KaK paboTaeT coaep-
>XaHMe KHUTH B LIEJIOM, co37aBasi 00pa3 nepBo-
IO POCCUIICKOTO MUHUCTPA TPAHCIIOPTA.

Ecnu npocnenuTh nocienoBaTelIbHOCTh TaK
Ha3bIBaeMBIX «CKBO3HBIX T€M» M ITOITBITATHCS
CYyMMUPOBaTh (0000IIMTH) HauboJIee XapaKTepHbIE
KavecTBa MebHUKOBA, JIETKO OOHAPYXKATCs BIOJI-
He YCTONUMBbIE YEPThI ¥ MTPU3HAKY €70 TMUHOCTH.
be3 kakux-1160 npeTeH3uit Ha UCUepIbIBAOLINIA
aHaJIM3 MOXHO BBIIEJUTH 10 MEHbILIEH Mepe
IO IECSATKA TTO3UIIMIA, B TOW MW MHOW MEpPE pac-
KPBIBAIOIIMX OCOOEHHOCTH 3TOTO YeJIOBEKA, MPU-
YeM BO BCEM JMara3oHe MPUCYIIUX eMy UHTepe-
COB, YCTPEMJICHUA, TIOBEAECHYECKUX MTPABIIT:

* BO-TIEPBBIX, ABTOPCKUE OLEHKU U MOJKpPe-
IJISIOIIME UX JOKYMEHTaIbHbIe (DaKThl, CBUIC-
TeJIbCTBA COBPEMEHHUKOB OTHO3HAYHO KOHCTATH-
pytot y I1aBna [TerpoBuya rocynapcTBEHHbIN yM,
MaciITabHOCTb BUACHUS MTPOOJIeM U 3a1ay, CIo-
COOHOCTh Pa3auyaTh CTPATETMYECKUN CMBICI
B peai3yeMbIX MMPOEKTaX U YaCTHbIE, HE Bcerma
MEPBOOYEPEIHbIE U 00s13aTeTbHbIE IS UCTIOTHE-
HHSA B JaHHBII MOMEHT TIPOrPaMMBI (3Ta «I0JITO-
UTPAoLIash» MbICIIb, IO CYTH, IPUCYTCTBYET BO BCEX
I[J1aBax KHUTY, TIIE peYb UIET O HETTOCPEICTBEHHOM
MPOEKTHOM 1 CTPOUTEbHOM MpakThKe MeTbHuU-
KOBa);

* BTOPOE €ro CyHIeCTBEHHOE OTJINYue — 0e3-
OrOBOPOYHOE IPU3HAHKE TPUOPUTETA TOCYAAPCT-
Ba IPU CTPOUTEJTLCTBE U SKCILTyaTalliu KeIe3HBIX
JIOPOT, TPEANOYTeHUE Ka3eHHBIX JEHET Ha UX
MPOEKTUPOBAHUE U COJAEPKAHUE, TOCKOJIbKY
OYEBMIHAS KOPBICTh, a IOPOW U Ype3MepHas
CTPACTb K HAXXMBE MPEACTaBUTENIeN YaCTHOTO Ka-
MUTaJIa BCTYMAIOT B HEMPUMEPUMOE IPOTUBOPEULE
CO CTPAaTErMYECKUMU — BOEHHBIMU, T€OMOIUTHU-
YEeCKUMMU, TPAKIAHCKVUMU — UHTEPECaMU Trocyaap-
CTBa M HAHOCST UM HEeMaJIbIi y1epo (cM., B 4acT-
HOCTH, TIaBHI 5-7, 10-12, 14);

* elle OAMH MOMEHT — IOCKOHAJIbHOCTb,
000CHOBaHHOCTb TEXHUYECKUX M 9KOHOMUYECKUX
PacyeToB MPU MOATOTOBKE MPOEKTOB U PEIIEHUH,
TOHUMAHKE 3HAYMMOCTU U O0ILIECTBEHHOTO Mpe/I-
Ha3HaueHMs XXeJIe3HbIX JOPOL, a TJIABHOE — TOTO
(bakta, yto oOIIMpPHBIE TeppuTopun Poccun Hy-
XIAI0TCS B JOCTYIHBIX HACEJIEHUIO CITocobax
nepenBUKEHUsI B caMble OTIalleHHble TOYKHU
CTpaHbI HE MEHbIIIE, YEM 3aMIIAIOIINE €€ OT MO-
TEHIMAILHOTO,/pealbHOTO Bpara BOMHCKUE COe-
JUHEHUS, U 9TO COOOpaKeHUe J0KHO B 00Jb-
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IIIMHCTBE CBOEM IPe001aaaTh Hajl YMCTO SKOHO-
MIYECKMMU BBITOMaMH1 (Haripumep, Tasbi 6, 7, 10,
14, 16);

* YeTBepTas MPUHIUITAAIbHAS TTO3ULINST —
MoJIepKKa OTEYECTBEHHBIX MTPOU3BOTUTENEH,
€CJIM TIOJTb30BAThCSI COBPEMEHHON TEPMMHOJIO-
r'Meii; OH MOHMMaJ HaCKOJIbKO Oblia Obl BpenHa
3aBUCHUMOCTD OT 3apyOeXHBIX MOCTABIIMKOB
JKEJIe3HOJOPOKHON TEXHUKU, 000pYIOBaAHMS,
PEJTbCOB, M HEM3MEHHO BBICTYIIAI CTOPOHHUKOM
CO3/IaHUSI CBOMX POCCUICKMX 3aBOJIOB [UIST BBIITY -
CKa ¥ peMOHTa TTOJBIKHOTO COCTaBa, OpraHu3a-
LIMU COOCTBEHHOTO PEJIbCONPOKATHOTO MPOU3-
BOJICTBA, TPUMEHEHMsI B TTAPOBO3HBIX TOIMKAX
He TIPUBO3HOTO 3apy0eXKHOTO YIJIs, a JOHEIIKOTO
(tnaBel 7-9, 12);

* TISATHIN ITYHKT €70 IOCTOMHCTB — OTKPBITOCTh
BCEMY HOBOMY, BEICOKasI CTETIEHb CaMOOOyJaeMo-
CTU, TOTOBHOCTh TBOPUYECKU U O€3 BCSIKOro 00J1e3-
HEHHOTO CaMOJTIO0MsI OLIEHUTh W UCIIOIb30BaTh
YyXOIi OITBIT, IPOTPECCUBHBIE HAYYHO-TEXHIYE-
CKUe UIer B MHTepecax fela, MpUBJIedb K COTPY/I-
HUYECTBY aBTOPUTETHBIX MHOCTPAHHBIX CIIeIra-
JICTOB M B TO K€ BPEMsI He THYIIIAThCsI IPUTIIACUTD
Ha pabOoTy MOJIOIBIX, HUKOMY HE M3BECTHBIX e11le
BBIITYCKHUKOB MTHCTUTYTa MHXXEHEPOB MyTel Co-
obreHns (cM. TiIaBHI 4, 7-9).

Jlanee MOXHO Ha3bIBaTh MHOTUE CBOMCTBEH-
HbIE €My JIMYHOCTHBIE 0COOEHHOCTH, B KOTOPBIX
MEHBIIIE, KaK MOXET ITOKa3aThCsl, MaCIITAOHbIX
TTPOEKIINiA, HO HEJTb3s HE 3aMETUTh B HUX 3aBUJI-
HbIe HPaBCTBEHHbIE YCTOU, MHTEJIEKTYaTbHBIN
TTOTEHIIMAJT, IEWCTBUTEIbHOE yBaXkeHHe Tpocec-
CUOHAJIbHOM CPEJIblL:

— IpeKpacHasi 00pa30BaHHOCTb, YHUKAJIbHAS
MaMsITh, He pa3 MOATBEPXKACHHBIN MHKEHEePHBIN
U YIIPABJICHYECKUI TAJIaHT;

— COYETaHWE He3aypsTHOTO TEOPETHUKA, Mbl-
CITUTE]IST aKaJIeMUYECKOTO TOJIKA M TIPAKTUKA-Pe-
aJICTa B OJTHOM JIUIIE;

— BPOXXIIEHHAs1 KOMMYHUKA0EIbHOCTb, TOMO-
raBiliasi OTHOBPEMEHHO JOCTOMHO OOIAThCS
C MOHApXOM, KOJUIETaMU B XXeJIe3HOMOPOXKHBIX
Kpyrax, HayqHO-TeXHUYECKOW MHTEJUTUTEHIINEH,
pabouunM JII0I0M;

— TIpU3HaBaeMasi BCeMU (Iake CKPBITBIMU
BparaMmu WK MPOTUBHUKAMM) JIMYHAS 1 JIEJIOBasT
YeCTHOCTh, OTCYTCTBHUE pedhieKca HAKMBBI, KaKO-
rO-TO TpaBa Ha TIPUBWIETUN U CBEPXKOMMbOPT
B OOBIICHHO XU3HU;

— YMEHUe LIEHUTb YECTHBIN TPy, YyKKe Ta-
JIQHTBI ¥ OCTIXKEHMST HE3aBUCUMO OT 3aHMMae-
MOt TOJDKHOCTH MJTH COITMAJTBHOTO TIPOMCXOXKIE-
HUSL.



CyMMUpOBAaHHBIE 1 TIO-CBOEMY CUCTEMATH3M -
POBAaHHbBIE XapaKTePUCTUKHM Ieposi KHUTU, MHXKe-
Hepa U roCyIapCTBEHHOTO AesTeNsl, He TipeHa3-
HayeHbl, pa3yMeeTcsl, LeJU CO31aTh U3 YyeJoBeKa
HKOHY. X0T$ ObLTO ObI HECTIPABEIIMBO M yMOJIUATh
0 BOBCE He MTPEYBEIMYEHHBIX YETOBEUECKUX Kaue-
CTBax 3TOTO BbIAAOLIErocs MpodeccuoHana, 3a-
KOHOMEPHO CTaBIIUM IEePBBEIM MUHUCTPOM
TPaHCIIOPTa B 3MOXY CTAHOBJIEHUS KeJIe3HOA0-
POXHOI OTpaciu B CTpaHe. Y HEero Toxe ObUTU
HeyJauu Ha «TpynoBoM ¢poHTe» (r1aBa 17),
HE CJIOXWIACh CeMeHas K13Hb, HAlLIACh B €T0
Oouorpaduu 1 Takas MajeHbKas ci1aboCThb, Kak
yBJIeYeHE MOJIHBIM ToTIa criupuT3MoM. Ho ato
HE YMaJISIeT ero IJIaBHBIX 3aC/IYT U OTMEUCHHBIX
ABTOPOM KHUTH TIEPCOHATBHBIX TIOCTOMHCTB.

Yro kacaetcst pOeKIUiA B CETOMHSIITHWIA TEHb,
TIOTIBITOK CPaBHUBATH W HAXOAUTH Mapajuiesin
Y TIPEEMCTBEHHYIO CBSI13b HAOJIIOMAeMBbIX COOBITUI
U SIBACHUIA TO IMYHO MeHsI 0J1M30CTh (WU COBITa-
JieHre?) MHOTUX pa3esisieMbIX JOJTUM BpeMEHEM
KOJUTM3UIA 3aCTaBIISIET, CKaXy MSITKO, «HACTOPO-
KUTBCST». DTO Belllb, KOHEYHO, CyObeKTUBHAS,
1 K&XKJIBII YMTaTeh HAaBEPHSIKA YBUAUT CBOM T1a-
pajuteNiv, HaimeT cBou accoumanuu. M Bce xe
KOTJIa COBIIA/IAIOT apryMEHTHI U (DaKThl pa3HbIX
BII0X — TYT yXe€ 3aKOHOMEPHOCTb. [1o KpaitHei
Mepe, 3aKOHOMEPHOCTL O0PHOBI — TO I MHEHUIA,
TO JIM yOexIeHUit. A MOXET, 3aKOHOMEPHOCTh
TIPOTMBOPEYMiA, IPUCYIIINX OOIIIECTBEHHOM MpH-
porie yeaoBeka.

Kaxk orieHMBath, K ipuMepy, MbICITb MeTbHU-
KOBa O TIPMOPUTETE TOCYIAPCTBA B TPAHCTIOPTHOM
cdepe ¢ TOUKU 3peHKs] IPOTUBONEIICTBUS COBPE-
MEHHBIM YTPO3aM, B TOM YHUCJIE TEPPOPUMY, TTPU
OTCYTCTBUM CKOOPIMHUPOBAHHOK B 3TUX HEJISIX
CHUCTEMBI YIIPABJIECHUSI UHDPACTPYKTYPOIi Xese3-
HBIX JIOPOT 1 MTOPSAKOM JIBVZKEHUSI TPY30B U JTI0-
neii? Yem oOGecreunTb TepPUTOPUATBHYIO JOCTYII-
HOCTb TSI HaCeJIEHUsT TIPY TPOMAJIHBIX PacCTosI-
HUSIX, HATIMYMU «TJIYXUX» B TPAHCIIOPTHOM OTHO-
IIEHUW MECT U BBICOKUX LIEH Ha MacCaxXupcKue
OUJIETHI TS PSIOBBIX TPaXXIaH MPU OTCYTCTBUM B
JIOJKHOU CTeNeHU FOCyTapCTBEHHOTO KOHTPOJIS?
Kak 1o/mKHO pa3BUBaThCs FOCyIapCTBEHHOE CTH-
MYJMpPOBaHUE MTPOU3BOJICTBA COBPEMEHHBIX
00pas3iioB JJOKOMOTUBOB, MOABMXXHOTO COCTaBa
COOCTBEHHOT'O TIPOU3BOJCTBA?..

CoOmxaeT Ba BpeMEHU U TTO3UIIHSI TIEPBOTO
MUWHKCTpPA TPAHCIIOPTA IO TIOBOTY TOTO, YTO CTPO-

WTEJTCTBO XKEJIE3HBIX IOPOT HE TOJDKHO TIPUKPHI-
BaTh CBOM TPYTHOCTH HEMOOOPOM SKOHOMUYECKUX
BBITOJI, BCETHAIIHUM Je(DUIIUTOM OIOIKETHBIX
cpenctB. OmHa 13 JIOXKHBIX TIOCBUTOK 31eCh B TOM,
YTO HE HaJI0 BBIIABATh CAMOOOMAH U CIIEKYJISILIIN
3a peayibHble TpobsieMbl! B yoboit ctpaHe, npu
JIIOOBIX PEXUMaX TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX JIEHET BCerna
He xBaTaeT. Borpoc uiib B TOM, KTO U ¢ KAKUMU
TTOCJIEICTBUSIMM JIJISI Ka3HBI YCYTYOJISIET CTONb
TIPUBBIYHYIO BO BCE AMOXM cUTyarumio. Ha nmpume-
e CTPOUTENIbCTBA KeJie3HO goporu [TetepOypr—
MockBa 1 ToBeIeHYSI TOTIAITHETO IJTABHOKOMaH-
JYIOIIEro BEMOMCTBA IyTel cooOIeHus rpacda
I1. A. KneitHMuxess1, Ha KOTOPOro UMIepaTop
Huxonaii I Bo310xu1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a CYIL0Y
MPOEKTa, B KHUTE TIOA00HAST KOJLTU3HST TIPOMJLITIO-
CTPUPOBaHa JIOBOJTHO YETKO.

W3Biiekath ypoKu 1 OLIEHUBATh UCTOPUUYECKIE
TapaJuIesii — yiies, TJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM, YUTaTeIsl.
[ToBomoB K ToMy pelieH3upyemasi paboTa jaer
HeMmaso. M Ha 3TOM ITyTH MOXKET BCTPETUTHCS
M YTO-TO yX COBCEM He3HaKoMoe. YeM, ecTeCTBeH-
HO, KHUTa HUKOMY OTOPYEHMST HE TIPHECET.

MeHsi, BpouyeM, OHa HEMHOXKO BCe-TakKu
oropuuia. XoTsI TyT CKopee MPUIpKa, YeM Cepb-
e3Hasl TIpeTeH3usl K aBropy. [loueMy mociemHsis
JIBAJIIaTast 1O CUeTy IiaBa «2Kene3HOIOpOXHBIE
HEKOPOHOBaHHBIE KOPOJI» OKa3aIaCh (PMHUIITHOM
B 6rorpacuu raBHoro reposi? bosblias mo oob-
eMy (camasi Oosblias U3 Bcex!), oTa IiaBa JaHa
B BUJIE KOPOTKHX OYEPKOB-3apPUCOBOK O 3HAYMMBIX
(burypax Toii MopHI B XeIe3HOMOPOXXKHOM OM3HECE.
BuHO, 4TO MPSIMOTO OTHOILIEHMST K COIEPKaHUIO
€aMoro MoBeCcTBOBaHMsT 0 MeJIbHMKOBE MaTepua-
JIbI HE UMEIOT, ¥ HETIOHSITHO, K YeMy OHU MIMEHHO
3nech. «[T000UHBIE TIPOMYKTHI TPOU3BOICTBAY —
He GoJiee Toro.

Cka3aHHOE HE 3HAYMT, YTO MPUXOTUTCS 0e3
JIOJDKHOTO TTachoca 3aBepIiaTh CBOI pa3dop KHUTH,
HATMCAHHOM C TIPUCTPACTHEM Y MHTEPECOM K Ue-
JIOBEKY, MOHYMEHTAJIbHBII MaMATHUK KOTOPOMY
GraromapHble MOTOMKH ycTaHOBWIM B XXI Beke
Ha MOCKOBCKO TUTOIIAIM TPEX BOK3AJIOB. XapaK-
Tep 3TOM JOKYMEHTAILHOIN MOBECTH BIOJIHE 3a-
CITY>KMBaeT TOOPBIX CJIOB, €€ (PaKTypa MOJTHOBECHA
M OTBEYAET IMOCTaBJIEHHOI aBTOPOM 3aj1aue.

Opwii BIAIMUMUPOB,
Kanauaat (puaococKux Hayk,
Mocksa, Poccus @

KoopanHatel aBTopa: Bnagumupos 0. B. — mirtr@mail.ru.

PeueHs3ns noctynuna B pegakumio 8.06.2015, npuHaTta k nybnunkaummn 3.07.2015.
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HIS WORK WAS APPALLINGLY ENORMOUS

Viadimirov, Yuri V., Ph. D., Moscow, Russia.

REVIEW OF THE BOOK: Chukarev, A. G. General
of railways of the Empire. To the 210" birthday anni-
versary of the first Minister of Railways Pavel P. Mel-
nikov (1804-1880). Moscow, EMC on education for

ABSTRACT OF THE BOOK. The book is dedi-
cated to life and work of Pavel Melnikov, a prominent
transport engineer, a talented scientist who laid
foundations of railway science, a statesman and a
patriot of his country. In the author’s interpretation
of biographical material emphasis is put on high
professional and civic qualities of the character, his
integrity and selfless service to the cause. The story
is accompanied by portrait sketches of significant
persons of that time and an indication of used exten-
sive source and reference apparatus. The book is
addressed to a wide range of readers who are inte-
rested in the history of Russian railways.

ABSTRACT OF THE REVIEW. The book under
review plays a role of a synthesizer of all materials,
written during two centuries, about Pavel Petrovich
Melnikov, an extraordinary man, with a strong
moral core and a great engineering talent. The

Keywords: railway, history, Melnikov, the Russian
struction.

Any historical book is not a simple statement of
facts, either a chronicle of events. Written primarily for
contemporaries of the author, itis designed to awaken
interest in the experience of our predecessors, to ex-
tract life lessons, to learn to be moral, steadfast in
opposing evil and temptation, to be able to find paral-
lels with the present day, so that while comparing eras
and generations, to be able to find reasons and sam-
ples suitable for use in the name of present and future
of a country.

With all the pathos of these words they are not
superfluous in the evaluation of such nonfiction as
presented inthe book of A. G. Chukarev. Without claim-
ing any particular literary merit, it plays a role of a
synthesizer of all materials, written during two centu-
ries, about Pavel Petrovich Melnikov, an extraordinary
man, with a strong moral core and a great engineering
talent. The material about him, accumulated over the
years, allows not only to dissect in detail biographical
outline, chronology of scientific and practical activities
of «chief of railways» of imperial Russia of the period of
railway emergence, but also to highlight in detail, as
stressed in the introduction by the author, human pa-
rameters of the hero of the narrative, his strengths and
weaknesses, successes and failures in the profes-
sional career.

It makes no sense to analyze or, especially, to retell
all twenty chapters of the work under review. Docu-
mentary is such, thatitis full of facts, names, numbers,
which are often free from emotion and speak for them-
selves, but the skill of a collector and interpreter is to
still mark its presence, to add some color to portrait
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material allows not only to dissect in detail bio-
graphical outline, chronology of scientific and
practical activities of «chief of railways» of tsarist
Russia of the period of railway emergence, but also
to highlight in detail human parameters of the hero
of the narrative, his strengths and weaknesses,
successes and failures in the professional career.
The skill of a collector and interpreter was to still
mark its presence, to add some color to portrait (the
character of the hero) and landscape (ambient rea-
lity). The review takes an attempt to generalize the
most characteristic qualities of Melnikov, profes-
sional and individual ones as well. However the
author of the review puts forward questions on to
what extent some features of Melnikov’s policy
might be considered legitimate and valid nowadays
regarding the role of state in development of rail-
ways infrastructure, investment and operations.

Empire, Minister of Railways, first railways, railway con-

(the character of the hero) and landscape (ambient
reality). And from this point of view, of course, comp-
leteness and role of each chapter are less important
as compared to the book on the whole as only its inte-
grated contents create an image of the first Russian
Minister of Transport.

If we follow the sequence of so-called «cross-
cutting themes» and try to sum up (to generalize) the
most characteristic qualities of P. Melnikov, quite stable
traits and characteristics of his personality will be found
easily. Not aspiring to an exhaustive analysis, we can
distinguish at least up to a dozen positions; that can to
some extent reveal the features of this person, in the
whole range of inherent interests, aspirations, beha-
vioral rules:

- Firstly, the author’s estimates and documentary
evidence, testimonies of contemporaries, reinforcing
them, clearly ascertain that Pavel Petrovich Melnikov
had a public mind, scale of vision of problems and
tasks, ability to distinguish a strategic meaning in ongo-
ing projects and private programs, even those that
were not ranked as priority and binding at the moment,
(this «long-playing» idea, in fact, is present in all chap-
ters of the book, which deals with direct design and
construction practice of Melnikov);

+ His second major difference is unconditional
recognition of the priority of the state in construction
and operation of railways, the preference of public
money for their design and maintenance, as obvious
self-interest, and sometimes excessive passion for
profit of private capital representatives come into ir-
reconcilable contradiction with strategic — military,
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geopolitical, civil —interests of the state and inflict
considerable damage (See, in particular, chapters 5-7,
10-12, 14);

- One more thing is thoroughness, justification of
technical and economic calculations in the preparation
of projects and solutions, understanding ofimportance
and social purpose of railways, and most importantly
the fact that the vast territory of Russia need to be
available for the population to move to the farthest point
of the country, no less than military units protecting it
from potential / real enemies, and that consideration
should largely prevail over purely economic benefits
(for example, chapters 6, 7, 10, 14, 16);

« The fourth principal position is support of domes-
tic manufactures, if we use modern terminology; he
knew how detrimental would be reliance on foreign
suppliers of railway technology, equipment, rails, and
was always an advocate of creation of own Russian
plants for production and repair of rolling stock, orga-
nization of own rail rolling production, the use of not
imported foreign coal, but coal of Donetsk in locomo-
tive furnaces (chapters 7-9, 12);

+ The fifth paragraph of his merits is openness to
everything new, a high degree of self-learning, a willing-
ness to creatively and without any morbid pride to
evaluate and use the experience of others, advanced
scientific and technical ideas in the interests of work,
to attract reputable foreign experts and, at the same
time to descend to hire young, unknown graduates of
the Institute of Transportation Engineers (see chapters
4, 7-9).

Then we can enlist many of his inherent personality
traits, in which to a smaller extent as it may sound,
large-scale projections are present, butitis impossible
not to notice in them enviable moral values, intellec-
tual potential, a real respect for professional environ-
ment:

— Excellent education background, unique me-
mory, repeatedly proven engineering and management
talent;

— Combination of outstanding theoretician,
thinker in academic sense and practical man-realistin
one person;

— Innate sociability, which helped him both to com-
municate adequately with the monarch, colleagues in
railway circles, scientific and technical intelligentsia,
workers;

— Personal and business honesty, lack of gain
reflex, some rights on privileges and extra comfort in
everyday life, recognized by all (even hidden enemies
or adversaries);

— Ability to respect honest work, talents and
achievements, regardless of position or social origin.

Summarized and systematized in its own way,
characteristics of the hero of the book, the engineer
and statesman, are not intended, of course, to create
an icon of the person. While it would be unfair to keep
silent about not exaggerated human qualities of this
outstanding professional, who naturally became the
first minister of transport in the epoch of formation of
the railway sector in the country. He had failures in his
professional activities (see, e.g. chapter 17), in family
life. In his biography such a little weakness was found
as interest in spiritualism, fashionable at that time. But
that does not lessen his major achievements and per-
sonal merits, noted by the author.

With regard to projections for today, attempts to
compare and find parallels and successive connection
of observed events and phenomena, proximity (or co-
incidence?) of shared for a long time many collisions,
make me personally, put it mildly, to «become con-
cerned». This thing is, of course, subjective, and each
reader will see own parallels, find own associations. Yet
when the same arguments and the facts of different eras
coincide- there is a pattern. At least the regularity of
struggle is present, whether of opinions, or beliefs, or
maybe there is a regularity of contradictions, inherentin
social nature of a man.

How can we evaluate, for example, Melnikov’s idea
of the priority of state in the transport sector from the
point of view of opposing modern threats, particularly
that of terrorist acts, if well-coordinated management
and administration system regarding both railway infra-
structure management and freight and passenger
traffic operations lacks? How can territorial accessibil-
ity for the population regarding vast distances, the
presence of «blind» places in respect of transport geo-
graphyand high prices of passenger tickets for ordinary
citizens be ensured, if due public control over transport
system will be lacking? How should the state motivate
the domestic production of modern models of locomo-
tives, and rolling stock?

Two times are paradoxically close to each other
regarding the position of First Minister of Transport about
the fact that the difficulties in construction of railways
should not be justified by shortfalls of economic benefits,
and a perpetual shortage of budgetary funds. One of
false assumptions here is that it is not necessary to pres-
ent self-deception and speculation as real problems! In
any country, under any state regime public money al-
ways lacks. The only question is who and with what
consequences for the public treasury worsens the situ-
ation usual for all times. At the example of construction
of the railway Petersburg—Moscow and behavior of the
then Chief of the Ministry of Railways count P. A. Klein-
michel, who was made by the Emperor Nicholas | per-
sonally responsible for the outcome of the project, the
book illustrates such a conflict quite clearly.

To learn and evaluate historical parallels is a destiny,
mainly, of a reader. The book under review gives a lot of
reasons for it. And in this way we can meet something
absolutely unfamiliar. In this way, of course, the book will
not disappoint anyone.

lam, however, a little bit upset. Although this can be
deemed as rather a chicane than a serious reproach to
the author. Why was the twentieth chapter named «Rail-
way uncrowned kings» put as a final chapter in the biog-
raphy ofthe hero? Being most of the volume (the great-
est of all!), this chapter is given in the form of short es-
says, sketches of important figures of the time in the
railway business. Itis evident that these materials do not
have a direct relation to the content of the narrative about
Melnikov, and it is unclear why they are here. In my
opinion they are «by-products» — no more than that.

This does not mean that we have without proper
pathos to complete the review of the book, written with
passion and interest to the person to whom grateful
descendants settled a monument in the XXI century in
the Moscow square where three railway stations are
located. The character of this documentary story de-
serves kind words; its texture is full-bodied and corre-
sponds to the task assigned by the author. Y
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